SLD Upper aims to widen the range of experiences offered to students and to build upon prior learning that students have experienced in SLD Lower. This is delivered through a challenging and relevant curriculum which offers both traditional subjects such as English, Maths, and ICT and a more practical approach to learning. Accessing local community facilities enables students to gain new and real life experiences, preparing them for the FE Department and life beyond school. RE is taught through enrichment activities throughout the year. 
Accreditation is available to all students in SLD Upper and centres around the OCR Life and Living Skills. Some of the students in SLD Upper will complete NCFE Functional Skills qualification in English and Maths and an AQA award in ICT.  Accreditation is tailored to the student’s individual needs and underpins our curriculum. It is an important way of recognising achievement, celebrating student progress and lays solid foundations for further development in the FE Department.
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Core Skills
Communication
English
Maths
ICT
 
 

Careers / work related learning 
Careers education aims to help our young people to develop the knowledge and skills they need to make successful choices, manage their transitions in learning and to begin to think about work they may wish to undertake in the future.  Where appropriate, following National Guidance (Gatsby Benchmarks).  It will include opportunities such as: mini-enterprise and café.  

 


 Core Skills underpin all activities in SLD Upper.  Communication is a priority for all students.  Aspects of these skills may at times be taught separately but for the most part will be incorporated into the other curriculum activities.
 


Personal, Social Health and Economic (PSHE)
Personal skills including self-help skills, personal hygiene, personal safety and Relationships and Sex Education (RSE).
Girls’ group and Boys’ group
 

 







Life Skills
In SLD Upper we aim to provide the students with a range of opportunities to plan, prepare and shop in order to safely prepare drinks, snacks and simple meals so that they can do these activities with greater independence. Students will follow recipes with growing    independence and use ingredients and equipment with developing skill. 
Students are also introduced to household skills such as budgeting, cleaning and household safety.
 

Additional subjects

Students in SLD Upper participate in a range of additional lessons that support the core curriculum. These lessons are: 
Music 
Horticulture
PE 
Phonics 
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They also participate in weekly horticultural lessons that take place in the school garden, the focus of these lessons is to develop studnets 
RE days 

Vocational Learning and Hobbies
Vocational Learning describes the skills and activities that students may engage in as adults. These activities should prepare them for what they may do when they leave school. 
 



	
Art and DT
To provide students with access to a range of different art related learning experiences, including learning about the work of renowned artists and experiencing a range of 2d and 3d art techniques, with opportunities to work with a variety of mediums and materials. 


Environment and Community
Understanding, using and contributing to the local environment and community, such as shops, library, cafes, woods, parks, etc.   
Community walks and using public transport. Road and personal safety.
 


Accreditation
Some of this learning will be accredited through the OCR Life and Living Skills Qualification (Entry 1). 
Some students may gain NCFE Functional Skills Qualifications in English and/or Maths and an AQA award in ICT.  Some students may achieve the Duke of Edinburgh Bronze or Silver Qualifications. 
 


